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imprudent surrender of young York. If Elizabeth had any secret
307 in the illegal execution of her brother's rival and enemy, very
soon she had to lament a similar fate for her dear brother, and
for her son, lorJ Richard Gray, who were beheaded by sir Richard
Radcliffe, June 24th. when the northern army, commanded by that
general, commenced its march to London.

When the massacre of every friend to the rights of his brother's
children was completed, and the approach of 9000 dreaded
northern borderers intimidated the Londoners, the false protector
entirely took off the mask. Buckingham induced Edward lY.'s
confessor, Dr, Shaw, who was brother to Gloucester's partizan,
the lord mayor, to preach a sermon against Edward Y/s title,
on pretence that Edward IY/s betrothment with lady Eleanor
Butler had never been dissolved by the church. Shaw likewise
urged the immediate recognition of the duke of Gloucester as
sovereign, putting aside the children of Clarence on pretence of
his attainder by parliament. Faint acclamations of " Long live
Richard HI." were raised by hired partizans, but the London
citizens angrily and sullenly dispersed. RatclifFe's forces ap-
proached Bishopsgate on the 26th, and Richard III. was pro-
claimed king. The unhappy queen Elizabeth Woodville and her
daughters witnessed the proclamation of the usurper from the
abbot's house in the abbey. Richard then made his state visit
to the Tower and city. Elizabeth and her daughters must per-
force have been witnesses of his coronation, July 6,1483.

Boon after, the usurper, his wife, and son, now called Edward
prince of Wales, made a grand progress to Warwick castle. The
trnf ortunate sons of Elizabeth meantime were closely imprisoned
under the care of sir Robert Brakenbury, one of Richard IH/s
northern commanders, who had been given the lieutenancy, under
the notion that he would obey implicitly the usurper's orders.
Accordingly, Richard sent one of his gentlemen of the bed-
chamber, John Greene, ordering him to kill Edward lY.'s sons
forthwith. Brakenbury returned for answer " he would die first."
A midnight consultation took place between Richard III. and Ms
master of the horse, sir James Tyrell, who left Warwick castle
August 2, with commands to Brakenbury from king Richard
that he was to surrender the keys of the Tower to sir James
Tyrell for one night. On his ride from Warwickshire the master
of the horse was attended by two retainers, one his squire, Miles
Forrest, a northern champion of immense strength, the other his
horsebreaker, John Dighton, a big, broad, square knave. Sir
James had requested his own brother, Tom Tyrell, a*brave gentle-
man, to aid "hfrm, "but met with positive refusal, by which, if he
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